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77 Pringy 
In adition to page 141 to the left you see the Petite 

Fabrique, or tower, in the garden of the town hall. It is a small version of the Roman Pantheon, with 
stucco inside. To the right you see, in the park of the Montgermont estate, the sham gothic ruins, com-
posed of the remnants of the Notre Dame de Corbeil college in 1814. 
Left and right Pringy     ©PRB 
 
78 Dampierre 
Of the large castle gardens, designed by Le Nôtre in the 
late 17thC, not much is left. On an island at the end of the 
large water there used to be five little pavilions, but only 
the middle one survived, and was restored around 1742. It 
is called pavillon de chasse and pavillon de la duchesse 
de Chevreuse. She used it to retreat for working and in-
triguing, and in the 18thC receptions were given in 
honour of queen Marie Leczinska and her daughters, a 
little salon.  
Right: Dampierre, Le Nôtre pavilion     ©Jochen Müller 
 
78 Maisons-Laffitte 
Amidst grand residen-
ces and appartments in 
a lush green area a 
humble abode sits on a 
corner, rather out of 
style. Its colourful 
façade is taller than the 
house; it is a reused 
showpiece from the 
Paris World Exhibition 
of 1878. There were 
five pavilions of Great 
Britain there, showing 
the present state of 
British architecture. 
This remnant was the 
1878 design of Robert 
Stark Wilkinson for the 
headquarters of the 
Royal Doulton firm in 
London, now only part-
ly existent as South Bank House in Black Prince Road. Royal Doulton won several gold medals at the 
1887 exhibition; perhaps the pavilion housed their entries.  

Maisons-Lafitte, Wilkinson’s façade and detail   ©PRB 
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80 Amiens 
The Madeleine cemetery in Amiens was created in 1817 in landscape style. Many interesting buildings 
and monuments in all the different styles en vogue are still vying for attention. 
The 1751 watertower at the Place du Château d’eau originally had a taller belvedere tower on top. 
 
Amiens, Madeleine cemetery and watertower   ©PRB 
 

 
82 Caumont, Coutures, Garganvillar, St-Arroumex, La Ville-Dieu-du-Temple 
As we announced on page 19, département 82 has several watertowers that are disguised as romantic ar-
chitecture towers by Jean-Jacques Kugel. Painted in trompe-l’oeil.  

The watertowers in alphabetical order  ©PRB 
Detail of St-Arroumex watertower: devil  
Far right: detail of La Ville-Dieu-du-Temple watertower: a 
painted acrobat on a real wire. 
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82 Pompignan 
Pompignan deserves more pictures than we could show in 
the journal on page 153-154. So here we give a selection of 
our pictures. 
Pompignan, Gallic temple, tombe, grotto, column   ©PRB 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
85 Luçon 
Pierre-Hyacinthe Dumaine left 
his estate in 1872 to the town of 
his birth, to be used as a free 
public garden. It contains not 
only a lovely little turret, now the 
public convenience, but also a 
bandstand, a seizable grotto with 
waterfall along the lake, some 
items of rustic cement and rem-
nants of old topiary fairytale 
figures. The Dumaine park or-
ganises theme displays too in the 
summer. When we visited in 
2010 the theme was Africa. We 
remember some African plants, 
bits of sand desert, a flower map, 
and the pièce de résistance: a real 
stone obelisk with appropriate 
entourage. Pity that they do not plan to keep the temporary architectural features. 

Luçon, 2010 obelisk, turret   ©PRB 
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85 Les Sables-d’Olonne 
On page 159 we promised you a picture of Man-
fred Landreau’s trompe-l’oeil village life scene 
of 1997, together with some more pics of Da-
nielle Aubin-Arnaud’s shell decorations in L’île 
[erroneously called Isle by us, sorry!] Penotte 
quarter. Here they are. 
Landreau’s trompe l’oeil and L’île 
Penotte shellings   ©PRB 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

89 Ancy-le-Franc 
The photo below shows the 19thC triangular pyramid opposite the North side of the castle. It is hollow, 
and a door gives entrance to the watersupply for the fountain. See page 160. 
 
91 Brunoy 
The photo on the right shows another thing called pyramid. It became an obelisk after no sufficient funds 
had been found for the king’s brother’s proposed hunting-gathering pyramid. But designed all the same 
by a worthy architect, Jacques-Germain Soufflot, in 1779. See page 161 for more details. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Left: Ancy-le-Franc 
pyramid   ©PRB 
Right: Brunoy pyramid   
©PRB 
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91 Brunoy  
The gloriette in the Réveil-
lon castle grounds isn’t glo-
rious any more, but it sits 
nicely along the river Yer-
res. Brunoy still treasures it 
as something worthwhile; 
they have a half-size model 
of it on one of their round-
abouts. 

Left: Brunoy gloriette   ©PRB 
Right: Corbeil-Essonnes, elevator tower and 
ornamental monogram   ©PRB 
 
91 Corbeil-Essonnes 
The fat 1893 Italianate elevator tower of the Grands Moulins de Corbeil is in style with the factory build-
ings; almost palatial. I liked the ornamental monograms all over them, some bypassed by rainpipes. 
 
91 Juvisy-sur-Orge 
The observatory of Flammarion was under 
restoration when we were there, and we were 
not allowed in his park either. But we did visit 
the other places mentioned on page 163 and 
164. And we have pictures to prove it. 
Right: Parc aux Grottes and Ducastel park   ©PRB 
Below: The obelisk-shaped pyramid of 1740, 
measuring point for the zero meridian of Paris   ©PRB 
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91 Méréville 
The Swiss Corner, as it was in June 
2010: ready to welcome visitors with 
coffee and cookies on the open day. 
But we hope to come back when con-
siderably more of the old glory is res-
tored and we are allowed further a-
field. See page 165. 
Right: Méréville Swiss corner   ©PRB 

 

 

 

 

 
91 Soisy-sur-Seine 
It is always nice to find that even older parks are still developing in our own 
times. Here it resulted in a new conversation piece, a tall totem pole, sculpted by 
youngsters of the town out of a cedar tree, fallen in the 1999 storm, and unveiled 
in 2003. The Egyptian obelisks (page 166) seem dull in comparison!  
Left: Soisy-sur-Seine, 2003 totem pole   ©PRB 
 
91 Viry-Châtillon 
In our description of the first 
visit to the Piédifer estate on 
page 166 we mention three 
different grottoes. We have 
pictures of all, although the 
third one turned out not to 
be the shell grotto that we 
looked for, as explained on 
page 167.  
Right: in order of appearance: 
Lourdes grotto, grotto with 
waterfall 
Below: arches under steps in 
lower garden  ©PRB 
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92 Boulogne-Billancourt 
This is the house that looks like a ship, Villa Ternisien (1934) by 
George-Henri Pingusson and Le Corbusier (see page 167). It is at 5 
rue Denfert-Rochereau. In Gwyn’s old list it was listed as Liner 
House under département 62, in Boulogne-sur-Mer. That is set-tled 
then. 
Liner House, 1934   ©PRB 

 

92 Châtenay-Malabry 
Descriptions on page 168-169.  
Below: Arboretum of La Vallée aux Loups, the outside of the Moorish pavilion 
(the inside is on page 168)   ©PRB 
Middle: the nympheum with inscribed poem   ©PRB 
Far right: Chateaubriand estate convenience tower   ©PRB 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

92 Neuilly-sur-Seine 
Descriptions on page 171. 
Above left: Love temple from Parc Monceau on Ile de la Jatte   ©PRB 
Right: Folie de St-James, five columns rotunda on Venus island   ©PRB 
 
92 Le Plessis-Robinson 
On page 171-172 the explanation of guinguettes is without a 
picture. Omission repaired. 
Right: The sorry vestiges of a guinguette in the rue Fontaine   ©PRB 
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92 Le Plessis-Robinson 
In the Parc de la Solitude the remains of a 
folie, Solitude or Loneliness castle, has been 
waiting for destruction since 1984. When we 
found it in the woods in 2010 it was fenced off 
for safety, but still standing. It was built at the 
end of the 19thC by a Mr Marquis in the Neo-
Gothic style, when this place was still far from 
the madding crowd. It is rumoured that during 
the Great War an illegal ball was enjoyed here 
(Le Bal du comte d’Orgel by Raymond 
Radiguet, 1924, was based on it.). Later it be-
came a convent and other useful institutions, 
but in 1977 it burned down – and was left to 
rot into a romantic ruin. Difficult to photo-
graph because of the trees. 
 
Right: Le Plessis-Robinson, Solitude castle   ©PRB 
 

 
92 Rueil-Malmaison 
Just a few more pictures of this imperial palace place. 
Above left and middle: Av. Du Château, rustic pavilions   ©PRB 
Right: Empereur pavilion, rotunda mausoleum   ©PRB 
Below: pavilion in Impressionist park   ©PRB 
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94 L’Hay-les-Roses 
The Roseraie du Val-de-Marne was created 
in 1894 by Jules Gravereaux. The tourist 
information claims it is the very first gar-
den in the world with roses only. It is an 
enclosed - entrance at the rustic gardener’s 
cottage - with wonderful rose displays a-
round and over trellis architecture, a small 
stone rotunda with Cupid and a screen be-
hind Graveaux’s bust. The Parc de la Rose-
raie around it was designed in 1899 by 
Edouard André. There are many mature 
trees now and open lawns to please the 
town’s people. 
Left: The main focus of the roseraie: Venus in the 
middle pavilion   ©PRB 

 
94 Villeneuve-le-Roi 
Under the noisy planes for Paris-Orly airport one of the 
employees, of Indo-Chinese origin, started decorating his 
house some 35 years ago, with consent of the authorities. 
Mr Georges told us the inside is even more Chinese, and 
we might have a look if we would write in advance. 
Right: 6 Rue Albert Larmé, Mr Georges’ chinoiserie house   ©PRB 
 
95 La Frette-sur-Seine 
Below: La Frette-sur-Seine, 4 Quai de Seine, decorations from 1900 
World Exhibition applied   ©PRB 

 
Right: Pavillon de Cassan, view of the stone terrace and the 
columns around the basin   ©PRB 
 
95 L’Isle-Adam 
As you can read on page 175 the actual wooden pavillon de Cassan is on top of a stone octagonal plat-
form with two flights of steps and an arched grotto underneath. Difficult to photograph from behind the 
surrounding fences; see our result of 2010. 
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95 Montmorency 
Sometimes more humble buildings, like the kiosk in Mont-
morency’s town hall garden, can be delightful in their con-
trast to more austere, classical buildings. This 19thC pavil-
ion makes you smile for its colourful pagoda hat; it pleased 
me anyway. 
 
Left: kiosk in town hall garden Montmorency   ©PRB 
 
 
 
 
95 Neuville-sur-Oise 
Neuville used to have a castle with a park along the river. 
The space in the middle of the community is still there, but 
the listed castle as a whole is beyond repair, after squatters 
had a big fire there, and it was abandoned. In the 1990s a 
project was started to develop it into an old peoples’ home, 
but when we visited in 2010 large parts were still razed to 
the ground, an empty wound in the village. 

The Pavillon d'Amour on a small terrace along the river bank, near the bridge, was part of the castle gar-
dens, but was sold to the village for one franc. It is beautifully restored, and was inaugurated in 2001 with 
a performance of pieces of Nozze di Figaro. It is strange that in the restoration report it is not clear who 
built it, and when. It could have been Charles de la Grange - baron de Conflans -, seigneur de Neuville, 
who built the castle in 1640, and the pavilion at the same time. But Patrimoine and other sources claim it 
is 18thC. The interior is composed of pine walls, painted in trompe-l’oeil to look like marble, and the 
dome with balustrades and open sky with white clouds and statuettes of birds. Neuville likes it so much 
that the pavilion on a balustraded terrace is now their village emblem in silver on a blue and green shield. 
Village arms with a folly! 
 
Below left: The Pavillon d’Amour, belvedere on its balustraded terrace along the river Oise   ©PRB 
Below right: detail of interior   ©PRB 


